
LENTEN SCRIPTURE
REFLECTIONS 

The crowds carried palm branches and waved them at him. We too carry palm branches
on Palm Sunday and sing the Lord’s praises. How often do we then become angry with
him? How often do we question him? On one hand we sing to him on Sunday, then during
the week we take his name in vain, we ignore him, we fall into sin, in essence we cry,
“crucify him.”
We sing this ever Sunday (in fact at every Mass) as part of the “Sanctus” of the Mass,
every Sunday we are reminded that the Lord came to us to die for us. That he and only
he is the true Savior of the World, and every day reminding us to praise him on Sunday
and serve him all week. Have we been good and faithful servants? Have we been
faithful?

“…blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord…” Mt. 21:9
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The Lord answers a question with another question, “do you say this on your own or have
others told you about me?” This is very revealing, he is expecting his disciples to speak
about him. To tell others about what he has done for them and to express their faith in
him. Do we tell others about our faith in the Lord? Are we shy about it? Are we ashamed?
Do we not know what to say?
Perhaps he wants Pilate to know him, not to rely on the false accusations of others. When
we tell others about him, we are not required to tell everything, we could never do so. We
invite others to know Jesus Christ. Only he can create an intimate relationship with us. He
reveals himself to us, if we open ourselves to him, if others do so also.

“Are you the King of the Jews? Jesus answered, ‘Do you say this on your own or have others
told you about me?” (Jn 18:34)
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The Lord had in mind the soldiers, the Jewish authorities, the crowd, but perhaps what
was most difficult for him was his friends, the apostles too. Consider how often we let the
Lord down, how often do we disappoint him when we fall into sin.
The Lord expects much from us, perhaps that’s why he is so willing to be merciful to us
when we dont meet those expectations. Consider how much our Lord suffered for us,
because of us.

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Lk 23:34
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These words were spoken on the night of the Last Supper. They are part of the Lord’s
farewell to his disciples. Consider that the Lord choose us, and so desires that we go bear
fruit. What kind of fruit are we producing? What good works do we do for the Lord? How do
we accomplish his work in our life?
These words are a part of the Lord’s “dying wish” for his friends, for you and me. Do we take
this command seriously? Do we help bring others to Christ, through prayer or sacrifices, by
encouraging others to come to Church? Do we do our part in being missionaries?

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that your fruit
should remain…” (Jn. 15:16)
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Imagine the cruelty of the crowd rejecting Jesus as King. How can we show him that we
accept him as ours. That our loyalty and obedience and especially love is his? On this Good
Friday, show love to your Glorious King who never abandons you.
Imagine that the crowd not only rejected Jesus, but pretended to be loyal to the Roman
Emperor. We know they are lying, they hate Jesus so much. Can we make reparation for those
who hate the Lord? Can we make sacrifices today for him to offer for those who despise him?
Perhaps for those who in his name do evil?

“We have no king but Caesar.” (Jn. 19:15)
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Consider how reverently and with great love Joseph of Arimathea treated the Body of the
Lord. When we receive communion at Mass, we receive the Lord’s crucified and risen body,
ought we not to be very mindful of the care and reverence we should have in receiving him?
Do we receive the Lord with great love? Do we know what privilege we are sharing in taking
the Lord’s precious body?
Considering reverence for the Lord’s body, should we not find ways to show our faith to the
Lord? Could we genuflect before receiving communion? Or would we be willing to kneel to
receive Jesus in the Eucharist? Are we praying before receiving communion? Are we praying
afterwards?

“Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and laid it in his own new tomb.” Mt.
27:59
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The Gospels tell us that Judas “became a traitor”, he wasn’t born one. Perhaps that answers
why Jesus would have chosen a Judas as one of his first priests/bishops. Maybe instead of
thinking that way we might ask, why would the Lord choose me to be one his disciples?
Imagine, what does he see in you? It must be something, he is the one looking. 
Judas gives the Lord a kiss on the cheek, it was a sign to the soldiers (who likely didn’t know
the Lord). Such an evil act, (the Lord’s betrayal) disguised as an act of affection and kindness.
How often do we use kind words or gestures to mean something more sinister or wicked? Do
we examine our own intentions when we act in kindness or do good? What are we really
after?

“Judas would you betray the Son of man with a kiss?” (Lk. 22:48)
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